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NOTES FROM THE ARRANGER

Innisfree is a small island in Lough Gill (Irish for “bright lake™) in County Sligo, Ireland, where William Butler Yes+<
(1865-1939) spent his childhood summers, In 1888, walking along Fleet Street in London. he was struck with the inspiratio

his poem “The Lake Isle of Innisfree”: “I had still the ambition, formed in Sligo in my teens, of living in imitation of Thoreau
on Innisfree, a little island in Lough Gill, and when walking through Fleet Street very homesick I heard a little tinkle of water
and saw a fountain in a shop-window which balanced a little ball upon its jet, and began to remember lake water. From the
sudden remembrance came my poem ‘Innisfree, my first lyric with anything in its rhythm of my own music....”

Despite its pastoral depiction and lovely phrases, Yeats’ poem is in fact quite sturdy, with a strong beat, and although it may
be about “peace” it is anything but “quiet.” Rather it is filled with sounds: the “bee-loud glade,” the song of the cricket, the
beat of linnet’s wings, and “lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore.” It is the lively life of Yeats’ utopian vision that
undergirds my setting of this text — it is much closer in style to a work song than any sort of romantic pastorale. But another
mood besides wholesome busyness colors the deeper layers of the piece, and the poem. The longer I lived with Yeats’ text,
the more I “felt” the reality of Fleet Street and the longing that the “pavements grey” induced in the heart of this sensitive

poet. The minor mode suggests the seriousness of the poet’s yearnings, and the depth of his homesickness for Innisfree — not
an imaginary utopia, but a real place of home in Yeats’ beloved Ireland.

TEXT

I'will arise and go now, and 80 to Innisfree,
And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made:;
Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honey-bee,

And live alone in the bee-loud glade.

And 1 shall have some peace there, Jor peace comes dropping slow,
Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the cricket Sings;
There midnight’s all a glimmer, and noon a purple glow,

And evening full of the linnet’s wings.

Iwill arise and go now, for always night and day
I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore;
While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements grey,
[ hear it in the deep heart’s core.

~William Butler Yeats

DURATION

Ca. 4 minutes 30 seconds

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Shawn Kirchner is a versatile musician based in Los Angeles whose choral works are sung
throughout the world. A member of the Los Angeles Master Chorale since 2001, Kirchner has
enjoyed an ongoing creative relationship with music director Grant Gershon, resulting in
numerous commissions and premieres, and culminating in his tenure as LAMC’s Composer in
Residence from 2012-2015. As a singer with the Master Chorale, Kirchner has performed with
the LA Philharmonic in many collaborations with the world’s leading conductors and composers.
As a pianist, Kirchner has performed many times at Disney Hall with LAMC and throughout the
country in concerts of his music with many choral organizations. He has also assisted at the
piano and sung for dozens of feature film soundtrack sessions.

. Best known worldwide for his setting of the Kenyan song Wana Baraka and other settings of
traditional American songs, which have been praised by the LA Times as “arranged with mastery,” Kirchner has also
produced cycles on the poetry of Pablo Neruda, Sylvia Plath, Gerard Manley Hopkins, and William Blake. His original
songwriting ranges in style from jazz and gospel to folk and bluegrass, the latter featured on his CD Meet Me on the
Mountain. www.ShawnKirchner.com




Based on the poem “The Lake Isle of Innisfree”

[IMPORTANT NOTICE: The unauthorized copying of the whole or any part of this publication is illegal]

Commissioned and premiered by the Mountainside Master Chorale,
Jean-Sébastien Vallée, music director

I WILL ARISE AND GO

SSATB and Piano*

Shawn Kirchner

by W. B. Yeats (1865-1939)
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